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THE PURPOSE OF THE SOCIETY 


1. To advance science and scien¬ 
tific study of nature. 

2. To foster and stimulate in¬ 
terest in the conservation of wild 
life. 

3. To maintain a permanent 
Zoological Exhibit in San Diego. 

4. To stimulate public interest 
in the building and maintenance of 


a Zoological Hospital. 

5. To provide for the delivery 
of lectures, exhibition of pictures 
and publication of literature deal¬ 
ing with natural history and 
science. 

6. To operate a society for the 
mutual benefit of its members for 
non-lucrative purposes. 
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It has been several years since the Zoonooz first appeared as the 
official bulletin of the Zoological Society of San Diego and the subscrip¬ 
tion and mailing list has changed considerably since that first issue of 
1926, so we feel sure many of our readers would like to know how we 
acquired such a clever title and how the publication came into being. 

When ZOONOOZ made its first official appearance there were only 
two other zoos publishing regular periodicals, the New York and the 
Philadelphia societies. The Bulletin of the New York Society is perhaps 
the finest publication of its kind in the world, recording all of the im¬ 
portant work, expeditions, and activities of that great organization and 
printed in a form worthy of a commerical magazine. It is scientific, but 
not so technical that it fails to be of general interest, for the truly scientific 
findings of the society are published in the Bulletin ZOOLOGICA. The 
Philadelphia bulletin is as simle and inexpensive as possible, recording 
interesting events of the zoo published for its membership and friends who 
are truly interested. 

Before our society thought of publishing a bulletin or was in a po¬ 
sition to do so, there appeared regularly in the columns of the San Diego 
Sun a clever sketch called ZOONOOZ telling interesting and unusual as 
well as humorous items of current zoo history. This column was the real 
beginning of our Zoonooz. When Doctor Wegeforth wished to start the 
actual publication the originator of this clever title, W. B. France of the 
Sun staff, was generous enough to give the society the title and to allow 
it to have it copyrighted in its own name. W. B. France is, by the way, 
still with the Sun and still running clever columns which doubtless most 
of you read. If you do not you are missing one of the good things from 
our daily news papers for "Averidge Man” is full of fun and good 
philosophy. 

The name ZOONOOZ is the same spelt forward, backward or upside 
down and is the envy of all the zoo men who have started publications. 
Similar papers are now published at St. Louis, Tulsa, and the latest in the 
field is from Milwaukee. This latter promises to be the most widely popu¬ 
lar and valuable of all for with Edmund Heller for its publisher and sole 
contributor it cannot but contain interesting and valuable information 
entertainingly told. 
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Zoonooz is now in its fifth year but owing to changes in the ’’Staff,” 
which has always consisted of the manager of the zoo, and to financial 
struggles its appearance during the first two was far from regular. For 
the past three years its volumn of six numbers has been complete each 
year. We feel repaid many times for the work and expense of getting it 
out because we know that more and more of the members are actually 
reading it and many tell us they are passing it on. 

It pretends to be nothing but what its name implies, zoo news. It 
is not scientific nor literary but it chronicles many of our daily events that 
would otherwise be unknown to those members who do not find time to 
visit the zoo regularly. 

The mailing list of ZOONOOZ too has grown far beyond our first 
hopes, and beyond the membership. It is sent to many European zoos, 
museums, and scientific libraries. Individuals and animal dealers all over 
the world write for it and notify us promptly if there has been an omission 
of a copy. It has grown from four to eight pages. This may be because 
woman is more loquacious than man, but the present editor finds trouble 
in putting into the present size of the magazine the things she would like 
to tell the members of the society. 



FRIENDLY STRANGERS 
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A TRIP TO GUADALUPE 

A long hoped for voyage of discovery was carried out during the 
last part of September by the Zoological Society of San Diego. Command¬ 
er Bowdey of the 11th Naval District, who has contributed much valuable 
service to our work during the three years that he has been stationed in 
San Diego, succeeded in interesting Captain G. Allan Hancock of Los 
Angeles in the investigation that the society had been hoping to make at 
the Guadalupe Island. The main object of the trip was to attempt to 
locate the reported hiding place of the Guadalupe Fur Seal, ( Arctocepha - 
lus townsendii,) which had made its appearance again in 1927 after nearly 
forty years of oblivion. 

The yacht Valero II belonging to Captain Hancock is admirably fitted 
for such a purpose, for Captain Hancock is himself a sportsman, and a 
naturalist as well as a seaman. He is well known in scientific circles as 
the man who made the excavation of the Brea pits in Los Angeles possible 
and who has by protecting and setting aside this valuable scientific bon¬ 
anza contributed greatly to historic knowledge of zoology. He was there¬ 
fore interested personally in helping to establish facts in connection with 
this, the most interesting and illusive of sea mammals. 

The Zoological Society has long been convinced that if there were 
any considerable number of these seals they had a hiding place which 
would be well nigh impossible to locate except through chance or by the 
assistance of someone who had previous knowledge of the location. Upon 
reaching the island repeated trips up and down the coast where the old 
seal herds used to roam were made and all possible sites of the hiding 
place carefully studied. After landing several times and investigating 
carefully the possible chances for hidden caves, Commander Bowdey was 
confident that such a cave as we were seeking could be in the spot selected 
by the informer. It is perfectly concealed, as Doctor Townsend, who had 
searched the same coast, had predicted it would be, and is located near 
enough to their old haunts to be a very plausible location. Many pictures 
were taken by those aboard the ship and we feel that with this evidence 
and the careful marking of a chart of the island by the commander that the 
spot will be easily determined upon at any time. 

Neither the persons familiar with the habits of the seal nor those 
responsible for the expedition had any real hopes of seeing specimens of 
the seal at the island during the month of September. Although very 
little is actually known of the habits of the former numerous herds, records 
show that no skins were brought in later than September first or before 
the first of June, but there is no knowledge of the migratory habits of 
the animal further than the deductions to be made from these records. 
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After locating the fur seal caves a cruise around the island for further 
study was made to investigate the condition of the Elephant Seal and to 
verify reports of white seals on one of the outer islands. Lying just south 
of the main island this series of smaller volcanic peaks present a forbid¬ 
ding appearance. Upon first approach they would seem to be entirely 
bare of plant or animal life, but closer views show that in every crevice 
of the cliffs in which soil could form or collect, some plant has taken root. 
Sea birds have made resting places and probably nesting places on some 
of the sheltered crevices or slopes, and on a steep sloping shelf running 
straight from the water’s edge on the southwest cliff of the southern islet, 
a group of sea lions had established themselves. Among them were ten 
or more pure white seal, while scattered among the regularly colored sea 
lions were as many more light colored or spotted ones. 

These white seal were indeed an exciting vision, and to the mind of 
every member of the expedition came the story Rudyard Kipling wrote of 
the white seal of Pribiloff. To protect themselves from harm these ani¬ 
mals had used their instinctive wisdom for nothing could approach very 
close to them except by sea; at the first warning most of them slid off into 
water hundreds of fathoms deep and rough enough to insure them com¬ 
parative safety from everything except bullets. There is no possible land¬ 
ing place on the island so approach from that angle is no menace. While 
Captain Hancock went as close to the cliff as it was possible the light was 
too poor to make long distance pictures of any value, so although both still 
and motion pictures were taken, the results were entirely negative. This 
is one of the things which is calling us back to the island; the hope of 
getting at least distinct pictures of these beautiful creatures. 

There is no doubt in the mind of the writer that these are albino sea 
lion and not merely some of which have become bleached by the sun s rays. 
All of the seal on the cliff were not white, nor even light. Those that were 
white were in marked contrast to the others, even the buff colored ones 
which were scattered indiscriminately among them. When these light seal 
went into the water they looked almost brown so long as they were wet, 
not so the white ones. They were just as snowy in the water as when we 
saw them apparently perfectly dry upon the rocks. They have been re¬ 
ported there for several years always among the natural colored ones, and 
the ledge is not exposed to the sun’s rays for very long periods because of 
the curve in the contour of the island which shelters it mornings and eve¬ 
nings. Neither would they be more exposed than on the ordinary rooker¬ 
ies & While there were no white seal pups in evidence, it is a logical con¬ 
clusion that the white seal are albino sea lions which are to a certain 
extent breeding true. While it could not be stated as a positive fact, one 
of the seal lying close to the water’s edge had every appearance of the fur 
seal which we were searching for; the thick round body and the sharp 
nose looked very like the two specimens formerly on exhibit in the garden. 
One maverick fur seal in a herd of sea lions would not be impossible. 

The elephant seal beach was reached in the early morning. If it had 
not been for Commander Bowdey this would have been passed by with- 
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out recognition. That the beach was thickly populated with its giant 
inhabitants was evident from the yacht even with the naked eye. Through 
the powerful glasses several partial counts were made and Commander 
Bowdey was convinced that no less than five hundered elephants were on 
the beach, with a much greater percentage of adult males than he had 
ever seen before. Doctor McLeish was not satisfied to view them from the 
distance, and taking a skiff with first mate Johnson rowed to the last line 
of breakers. He spent an hour or more in close observation and counted 
many of the larger groups. He also counted many in the breakers that 
could not be seen from the yacht. The Doctor said that five hundred was 
a most conservative estimate. This would indicate that the herd of im¬ 
mense pinnipeds is steadily increasing and the increase in adult bulls leads 
to the conclusion that at the time of the society’s expedition a year ago the 
big fellows were away on a fall hunting trip or whatever mysterious 
business calls the sea mammals on their annual pilgrimage. 

The Zoological Society is greatly indebted to Captain Hancock not 
only for the generous use of his yacht but for the real interest he showed 
in the work and the personal effort he made to make every part of the trip 
a success. The real result of the work will not be entirely known until the 
society makes a trip in the late spring after fur seals and possibly white 
ones. Then the value of the information which we have gathered will be 
proven and perhaps some more added to the meager facts which have so 
long been all that has been actually known of one of the most valuable 
and rarest zoological specimens in the world, the Guadalupe Fur Seal. We 
certainly hope that the sequel to this expedition will make Captain Han¬ 
cock feel repaid for the expense and trouble to which he has been put. 

Those making the trip beside Captain Hancock and Commander Bow¬ 
dey were: Doctor McLeish, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Mullen, and Mrs. Fellows 
of Los Angeles, Senor Lobato of the Mexican Fish and Game Commission, 
and Mrs. Benchley of the Zoological Society. 

A number of our members are using their passes to send friends, 
guests, and scientists into the zoological garden. The management is glad 
to see this for the question of whether or not it pays to have these blanks 
printed depends entirely upon the amount of use to which they are put 
by the members holding them. Each member is given one book of ten 
blanks with his membership card. By filling in the number of guests 
and singing his name to the card he can send people into the garden upon 
his membership without lending his ticket to them. This is also of ad¬ 
vantage for family use and for children between the ages of twelve and 
sixteen, who are not admitted free unless accompanied by responsible 
adults. Please use your coupons freely so that the management can afford 
to issue them another year. Every block of coupons which has been dis¬ 
carded as of no value or laid aside and forgotten is a waste of zoo money 
and may deprive those who do use the blanks of the opportunity another 
year. 
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HAPPY MATES 


PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERSHIP 

1. Membership entitles you, your family and your friends to free ad¬ 
mission to all exhibits of the Zoological Society. 

2. Membership entitles you to attend all meetings of the Zoological 
Society, and to have a voice in such meetings. 

3. Membership entitles you to hold office in the Society. 

4. Your membership in the Society helps to support the greatest single 
educational and recreational feature in the community. 

5. Your membership allows the Society to continue to grow and main¬ 
tain its place as one of the largest in the world and the largest in 
the west. 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $5.00 LIFE MEMBERSHIP $300.00 

SUSTAINING AND CLUB MEMBERSHIP $25.00 












